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Review your identity chart. How might you have responded to the events of the Night of 

Long Knives? Record your responses and feelings in your journal.  

 

How do you account for the fact that the massacre turned Hitler’s regime from “a gang of 

criminals running the country” to “a newly discovered respectability?”  

 

Many Germans believed that you had to overlook the bad in the new Nazi regime to get 

the good. How is that idea reflected in their response to the Night of the Long Knives? 

 

Would the Night of the Long Knives have been possible in February 1933? What earlier 

events prepared the nation to accept Hitler’s version of what happened that night? Earlier 

you were asked, “What does it take to create a dictatorship out of a democracy?” Review 

your answer. How important was the Night of the Long Knives to the process? 

 

 

READING 18 

 

Isolating Gays 
 

After the Night of the Long Knives, the Nazis increased their attacks 

on gay men. Many Germans applauded the move. Hitler began by 

enforcing and then later strengthening a law passed at the turn of the 

century. It defined a homosexual act as “indecent” behavior that 

diminishes “the health of the state.” During the Weimar Republic, the 

government did not pay much attention to the law. When Hitler took 

over, that policy changed. A man who lived near Hamburg recalled:  

 

With one blow a wave of arrests of homosexuals began in our town. One of the 

first to be arrested was my friend, with whom I had had a relationship since I was 23. 

One day people from the Gestapo came to his house and took him away. It was 

pointless to enquire where he might be. If anyone did that, they ran the risk of being 

similarly detained, because he knew them, and therefore they were also suspect. 

Following his arrest, his home was searched by Gestapo agents. Books were taken 

away, note- and address books were confiscated, questions were asked among the 

neighbours... The address books were the worst. All those who figured in them, or 

had anything to do with him were arrested and summoned by the Gestapo. Me, too. 

For a whole year I was summoned by the Gestapo and interrogated at least once every 

fourteen days or three weeks... After  

We lived like 
animals in a 
wild game 
park, always 
sensing the 
hunters. 
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four weeks my friend was released from investigative custody. The fascists could not 

prove anything against him either. However the effects of his arrest were terrifying. 

Hair shorn off, totally confused, he was no longer what he was before... We had to be 

very careful with all contacts. I had to break off all relations with my friend. We 

passed each other by on the street, because we did not want to put ourselves in 

danger... We lived like animals in a wild game park, always sensing the hunters.
39

 

 

 

CONNECTIONS 

 

The gay men described in this reading were “Aryans.” Yet they were not a part of the 

German people’s “universe of obligation”?  

 

What does the German mean when he says “We lived like animals in a wild game park, 

always sensing the hunters”? What other Germans lived in similar ways?  

 

What insights does the reading offer concerning the way the Nazis used fear to paralyze 

bystanders? The way they dehumanized those they isolated and arrested?  

 

Many gays, like other enemies of the state, were sent to concentration camps. There 

inmates were defined by a cloth triangle sewn onto their clothing. Homosexuals wore 

pink triangles, criminals green, political prisoners red, Jehovah’s Witnesses purple, 

emigrants blue, anti-socials black, and Gypsies brown triangles. Jews wore two yellow 

triangles arranged to form a Star of David. Why do you think the Nazis separated 

prisoners in this way?  

 


